
Easter 6: 25 May  stewardship sunday..
John 14:15-21

Let me tell you a story of generosity and engagement. Last Sunday, 
you were extremely generous to Caitlin Lance and her work in 
India, giving over $1000. Thank you Thank you, Thank you. 
Together, little by little, we change the world! Next weekend we 
collect food for St John's Care, and raise money for the parish. 
Today we think about our financial commitment to HC.

Generosity is a mark of this community. I was again stunned by the 
number of this community present at Tobias' presentations last 
week, and at Sarah Bachelard's Book launch on Wednesday, and at 
the event for Caitlin Lance on Thursday which raised even more 
money! Such support and openheartedness is inspiring.

My focus today is stewardship, giving of our time and talents, in the 
context of a resurrection community. 
I invite you to live your life from a perspective of abundance, and 
even in this economic climate, to remember that your life and all 
that you have is gift, rather than possession. 
We are a community, where people are potential friends. We are 
one body in Christ. Together we make a difference, for the good, by 
God's grace.

I want to thank you for your extraordinary generosity in creating this 
community and keeping it going, making a safe place where all are 
welcome. Let me take this last week as an example: last 
weekend..youth service, . working bee, women's pm tea, quiet day, 
baptism, confirmation class with 16 people present, Tobias' 
presentations, church services  and caitlin Lance speaking.. 
each person playing a part.. then during the week, among other 
things we had parish council, men's dinner.. covenant care, playgp, 
meditation..., HCN program, breathing space programs.. The list 
goes on... such rich offerings..
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In the gospel, we heard, John 14:15 "If you love me, you will keep 
my commandments",
'This might be read as referring to a range of commandments given 
by Jesus, or even to the ten commandments. In 15:12, however, 
Jesus explains: ‘This is my command, that you love one another.’ It 
recalls the so-called ‘new commandment’ of 13:34, ‘that you love 
one another as I have loved you’. 

What does all this mean? A detailed set of moral commands? We 
look in vain in John’s gospel for such detail. Instead we have 
basically one command: to go as we have been sent, just as Jesus 
came as he was sent, and to make the Father known. It is about 
sharing a message of love for the world and that also entails being 
a community of love. Loader

And so, what does Jesus command? Jesus commands us, 'Love 
one another'. 'Love God and love your neighbour as yourself.'
In her last sermon to us, before she left for Grafton, Bishop Sarah 
Macneil, reiterated this, "Little children, love one another", she said.

Sarah Bachelard preached:
'The experience of resurrection means that life begins to be 
experienced as abundance rather than scarcity, gift rather than 
possession; and other people begin to be experienced always as 
potentially friends, sharers in a common humanity, rather than as 
strangers, threats and rivals.' She continued, 'In John’s gospel, 
Jesus prays that his disciples will come to know how profoundly 
they belong to one another in the love of God: ‘so that they may be 
one as we are one. I in them and you in me, that they may become 
completely one’ (John 17. 22-23). In the Christian community in 
Acts, this prayer is being answered as the community discovers its 
existence and security sourced entirely in the gift of God rather than 
its own efforts or defences.'  (In her sermon on 11 May, Parish 
website). My sense is that this is happening here too.

'Love one another'. That's the beginning and the end of it.
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What a solid base to consider how we contribute to this community 
and the wider world.. 

Our gospel passage forms another segment of Jesus’ last words to 
his disciples.
(Loader, adapted:

'Here in John 14 the focus is on doing God's works, just as Jesus 
had done, and doing them in all the world (14:12). Jesus defines his 
own role in as a ‘helper’ (parakletos). It is the word used for a 
support person, especially in court, and can also be translated 
‘advocate’ or ‘counsel’ or ‘counsellor’. They are to bear testimony to 
Jesus as witnesses (15:26), witnesses and advocates for the truth.

At the simplest level, Jesus is saying: my departure is distressing 
you; but, take heart, I am sending the Spirit to help you to continue 
my work. The same point is acted out at the end of John's gospel, 
(in 20:19-23,) where Jesus declares: ‘As my Father sent me, so I 
send you’, breathes on them and gives them the Spirit. That sounds 
like saying: I’m not going to be around; instead of me you will have 
the Spirit. But John immediately corrects such an impression, Jesus 
is not going to abandon them. He will come to them.

There are various possibilities here. He could be referring to the 
second coming and be indicating that he believes that that will 
happen ‘in just a little while’. Or he could be referring to the 
resurrection when Jesus will appear to his disciples. John clearly 
affirms both the second coming  and the resurrection appearances. 
14:21 shows, however, that he intends something more. Jesus will 
make himself known to the people engaged in his mission.

Jesus states that both he and the Father will come and take up 
residence in disciples engaged in mission. Here, Instead of 
‘dwelling places’ with the Father in the beyond and of Jesus’ second 
coming, we now read of ‘dwelling places’ in people and the second 
coming of the Father and the Son into the lives of individuals. John 
understands the Spirit as bringing the presence of both the Father 

�3



and the Son to the believer. Little wonder that later generations 
articulated a doctrine of the Trinity!

The chief focus of John's spirituality is not a place or a time, but a 
person and a set of relationships. The focus is not quantity, but 
quality. The focus is not bigger miracles or stricter commandments, 
but the expansion of the initiative of love which comes from God 
and seeks to fill the world. This is why John’s account of Jesus’ last 
words does not expound the Law. It is also why for all John’s talk 
about the Spirit, the focus is not ecstasy or miracle, but presence. 
The focus is not mystical experiences. The focus is on relationship 
and resultant action, on communities of love which ‘speak for 
themselves’ (13:34-35).

The passage is framed by human anxiety about the absence of 
Jesus and ultimately about the absence of God (14:1; 14:27). It 
does not deny the anxiety and distress, but offers a promise of 
presence and sense of meaning embedded in sharing God’s life 
and participating in God’s action in the world, recognisable by its 
‘Jesus-shape’. John composed these parting words with more than 
the immediate disciples in mind. Do they not still make sense and 
help us make sense of our tradition?'
http://wwwstaff.murdoch.edu.au/~loader/MtEaster6.htm


Here is a picture of this 'Jesus-shaped love'. Macrina Wiederkehr 
reflects on the woman in John's gospel who anoints Jesus:
'On some Resurrection walks, my heart fills up with questions, and 
the gift of my life makes no sense at all. I can still see that woman, 
bent over Jesus, pouring out an expensive flask of perfume for 
seemingly no reason at all. What a silly thing to do! Do not scoffers 
have a legitimate complaint? What is the point of such 
extravagance?

It has never made sense. It's a little bit crazy, as is all love, to pour 
out your life like that. On some days, when my hope feels small, I 
want to scream out with the scoffers: why such waste?
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But on other days, when my eyes and heart are clear, and I have 
taken off my shoes to await that stranger, I feel immensely lavish.
I feel extravagant! And with gentle conviction I proclaim: "what a 
beautiful waste this is!"

A jar of perfume
poured out over Jesus  and a question is born!
What is the point of such extravagance?
Why this waste?
I don't know.
I honestly don't know.
But if this shocks you so, get ready
for you all see more
more than costly perfume poured out.
You'll see lives poured out
given freely
used up
spilled out
wasted
for no reason at all!

Extravagance unlimited! Lives poured out
handed over
lost
thrown away for Jesus!

What is the point of such extravagance?
Why such waste? Beautiful questions with no answers.

And how sad if no one has ever asked us:
why this extravagance? 
Aren't you wasting your life on Jesus?'
(Pp80-81 Seasons of your Heart Prayers and Reflections Macrina 
Wiederkehr)

At Holy Covenant, we need the basics of paid staff to support the 
work of this body, this generous space..I invite you to consider your 
support.  Currently we pay the equivalent of one full time clergy 
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person plus one day: ie sarah 3 days per week, susanna 4 days per 
week. Our administrator is paid 11/2 days per week ie 12 hrs.. but 
often works closer to full time.., We have Katherine, our children 
and family worker 3 days per wk.. She looks after children's church, 
youth group, coordinates volunteers.. so paid staff amounts to not 
even two full time equivalent people, which includes youth and 
children, and administration (clergy full time is 6 days per week) to 
serve this dynamic community..
.. as well as Anne Ranse and Anne Dudzinski and our other 
wonderful volunteers..

Money given to Holy covenant goes mainly on wages... about 
$190000. ie 2/3sThen diocesan contribution, $35000, wider work 
$11000, such as mission agencies.. Then, ministry and worship 
$10000, equipment and property $19000,...

I invite your generosity, week by week to support the work of Holy 
Covenant financially, by direct debit if possible. I invite you to make 
an ongoing commitment, so trusting in our God, we can continue to 
thrive and serve you and the most vulnerable in our community.
 Aren't you wasting your life on Jesus?'
Is your sharing God’s life and participating in God’s action in the 
world, recognisable by its ‘Jesus-shape'?
Susanna Pain 25/5/14
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