
 

 1 

July 27 2014 birthday sermon 
Matthew 13:44-58 
 
Rachel Naomi Remen (p72 'My Grandfather's Blessings') offers this 
old prayer: 
'Days pass and the years vanish and we walk sightless among 
miracles. Lord, fill our eyes with seeing and our minds with knowing. 
Let there be moments when your Presence, like lightning, 
illuminates the darkness in which we walk. Help us to see, wherever 
we gaze, that the bush burns, unconsumed. And we, clay touched 
by God, will reach out for holiness and exclaim in wonder: How filled 
with awe is this place and we did not know it."' 
 
Holy Covenant is 46 years old, our building 30.. we are really 
growing up! 
Who has been here 40 years? between30 and 40? 20 and 30? 10 
and 20? 5? 2? 1? less than 1? 
 
What brought you here? 
What kept you here? 
 
I came to Holy Covenant because of a vision, a vision of an 
inclusive community centre where all are welcomed. 
My vision for Holy Covenant is of an inclusive God-centred  
community of grace. Where all, not just those who look nice, or 
have their act together – all, are invited and welcomed.  
A breathing space, where we, like those in Acts 2: 42 – 47, are the 
body of Christ, nourished by Spirit through teaching and fellowship, 
prayer, praising God, breaking bread together and thankfully 
sharing what we have together with generous hearts, and especially 
reaching out to those in need, a community based on Beatitude 
values. 
 
Our parish vision says it all: 
to grow in Christ together 
to equip for service 
 to care for all 
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My concern and delight in recent years is that we are now quite a 
large Parish and I am physically unable to meet everybody and to 
know everybody's needs. I find this difficult but I know you are all 
adults. It is your responsibility to let me know if you need a visit or to 
spend some time with me. I would also like you to find others to be 
supported by and to support. To pray with, to play with, to grow 
with. 
I am Concerned that past care has not kept pace.. and that some of 
you may feel isolated and uncared for.. because we do not have a 
comprehensive network of small groups.. if you would like to be in a 
small group, please indicate on sheet... 
 
I am reading a book entitled 'Waterhole of Hope' by Annie 
Patterson. It is the story of the Goulburn house of prayer and 
specifically of Sue Gordon Woods. I am finding it inspiring and 
encouraging. I have been wanting to be part of a praying 
community. A place of hospitality for a long time. I see Holy 
Covenant as a deeply praying community. But a community which 
is also practical and not afraid to get her hands dirty. We are all part 
of this community and each one of us brings something unique. 
 
But, Jesus local community took offense at him. 
They thought they knew him. They were scandalised by him! He 
was outside the box, not at all what they expected from one of their 
own!! 'Where did he get such wisdom and power? They couldn't 
take it in. They couldn't accept the gift of this man.  
 
I wonder whether there are those among us who are also unable to 
'do their deeds of power because of our unbelief' I know how 
paralysing it is to be misunderstood, and cut off.  
 
Today is our Parish Birthday, surely it is a time for celebration, and 
encouragement, celebration of the giftedness of each one of us. 
Gifted by God for our work in the world. 
Each one of us, like Jesus, is unique and is called to be who we 
uniquely are, a pearl of great price, who God, the merchant, goes 
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out of God's way to find, and gave everything, everything to have 
that pearl, you, and me.  
 
John O'Donohue in 'Anam Cara, Spiritual Wisdom from the Celtic 
World' p113-114 
 
'For millions of years, before you arrived here, the dream of your 
individuality was carefully prepared. You were sent to a shape of a 
destiny in which you would be able to express the special gift you 
bring to the world. Sometimes this gift may involve suffering and 
pain that can neither be accounted for nor explained. There is a 
unique destiny for each person. Each one of us has something to 
do here that can be done by no-one else. If someone else could 
fulfil your destiny, then they would be in your place, and you would 
not be here. It is in the depths of your life that you will discover the 
invisible necessity which has brought you here. When you begin to 
decipher this, your gift and giftedness come alive. Your heart 
quickens and the urgency of leaving rekindles your creativity.  
 
If you can awaken this sense of destiny, you come into rhythm with 
your life. You fall out of rhythm when you renege on your potential 
and talent, when you settle for the mediocre as a refuge from the 
call. When you lose rhythm your life becomes wearyingly deliberate 
or anonymously automatic.  
 
Rhythm is the secret key to balance and belonging. This will not 
collapse into false contentment or passivity. It is the rhythm of a 
dynamic equilibrium, a readiness of spirit, a poise which is not self 
centred. This sense of rhythm is ancient. All life came out of the 
ocean; each one of us comes out of the waters of the womb; the 
ebb and flow of the tides is alive in the ebb and flow of our 
breathing. When you are in rhythm with your nature nothing 
destructive can touch you. Providence is at one with you; it minds 
you and brings you to your new horizons. To be spiritual is to be in 
rhythm.' 
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And God is the treasure we seek, within and between and 
beyond..priceless, unconditional love. 
 
The Kingdom of God, that is God's love, does the searching looks 
for us searches us out, the kingdom of God is also the treasure, the 
thing of countless value which is hidden, which we need to search 
out and give up everything for, true love. So God looks for us and 
celebrates finding us.  
 
God who created us, loves us, as Julian of Norwich says, that God, 
who is important in life is also sometimes hidden and needs to be 
looked for and uncovered and somehow we need a single-minded 
approach. 
 
 Sometimes I think we need to listen to what is important to us. right 
underneath the layers of all that we are to find that truth that shy 
truth which is the soul hidden in the depths of our very being, which 
is God. 
 
 It is interesting that these two parables are side-by-side. Side-by-
side. God searching for us and us searching for God so like a little 
circle, if you like, that contains a lot of truth.  
Parables are surprising and we need to tease them out and find the 
meaning in our present context.  
What does it mean for us individually and as a community to be 
found, to be treasured,  to be given up everything for if you like?  
What does it mean for us to search, to search single-mindedly to 
uncover, to find the treasure, the love at the centre of our life, God.  
What do you, treasured one, desire right now at the core of your 
being?  
And how can we as a community, we at holy covenant support you 
in your quest, in your search for God?  
What do you need right now?  
What do you need to enable you to undercover the work of God in 
your life? 
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We build on what has gone before, we do not reinvent the wheel.. 
and we build on a strong foundation, listening to the Spirit's call in 
our congregation. 
 
Pearls, treasure you are. How does it feel to be valued, to be 
affirmed? For me it means I am more likely to let my true light shine, 
to use my gifts and not pretend. 
 
One of the most beautiful gifts in the world is the gift of 
encouragement. When someone encourages you, that person helps 
you over a threshold you might otherwise never have crossed on 
your own.”  
― John O'Donohue, Eternal Echoes: Celtic Reflections on Our 
Yearning to Belong  
 
This reminds me of the graduation ceremony in which the President 
of the University stood on the stage, handing out diplomas as the 
large group of graduates paraded by, one by one. If you were close 
enough, you would have heard him say to each graduate, 
"Congratulations" (as he handed them their degree) and then "Keep 
moving" (as he shook their hand). He meant it literally—the event 
was on a schedule. But it's got a good metaphorical meaning, too. 
 
"Congratulations, and keep moving." Matthew is saying the same 
thing as he hands his community (and us) these parables from 
chapter 13. 
 
Romans 8:26-39. 
35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword?  
 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us.  
 
38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor 
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height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
What is the treasure you find here? 
What unique gift do you bring to Holy Covenant? 
Where do you find God at HC? 
 
Susanna Pain 
27 July 2014 
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