
Notes for Sermon on Matthew 21:23-32 
A Change of Heart.
28 September
Today we baptise Francisca Naime Delle, daughter Francis Delle and 
N'Nabinta Mansoray, a beautiful  interfaith family, Muslim and Christian, living 
in love and harmony, sign of God's grace and blessing. Today we baptise a 
baby whose parents were born in Africa, and came here as refugees where I 
hope they have found welcome and hope.
Today we are part of the sacrament where there is more than meets the eye, 
where water is poured, oil is placed, the sign of the cross made, and a candle 
is lit, where God is present in the secret places of little Francisca's heart, and 
where this same God enfolds her, is between us all and is so much more than 
we can ever grasp or imagine, this God who is beyond definition, beyond 
category, who is above all love, made known to us in the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus. Francisca is welcome in God's family.

Today we heard Jesus having a bit of a dispute with the pharisees, the rule 
makers and interpreters, the leaders of the church. They are asking 
questions, and he is challenging them.
They see in him something more than mere human, they catch a glimpse of 
God perhaps, but they don't like it, because it would turn their world upside 
down, require change, like in baptism.
Jesus was always more comfortable with the outsiders, the ones that the 
authorities judged and criticised and often excluded, because they didn't fit 
the rules. Here he is challenging the insiders, the good churchgoers, and 
inviting them to follow his way, to seek justice, to act with compassion and 
love..

Andrew Mc Gowan says: 
"Authority has always been an issue in the church, Hebrew, then Christian. 
Those born or appointed to power always want to exert it. Those down below 
resist it, or challenge it. Jesus always allies himself with those down below. 
Jesus always operates at ground level. Earthed. Even below ground level. 
Down in the depths! Here, religious heavies tackle Jesus. "By what 
authority....?" He could look them straight in the eye & say, "Well, my own 
actually!" But he teases them, & the issue, a bit. With a look of despair? A 
scowl? Or a twinkle in his eye?

Their answer to his question about John the Baptiser is weak to say the least. 
Sounds like a lot of today's spin doctors!  Jesus has them over a barrel & they 
know it! They taste the Source of his authority, but without internalising it. 
Authority delegated to humans by God is never given as a control 
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mechanism. Instead, like all else of God, it is rooted & grounded in love. 
Better at loosing than binding. Empowering more than limiting. Nurturing 
more than keeping under control. Imagining more than stifling. Those who'd 
gone out to John B recognised genuine authority when they saw & heard it. 
Not the sham stuff their heavies dispensed. Now these same leaders face 
Jesus & taste if not recognise his even more inherently divine authority.

Jesus ends with a blistering warning that to accept God's Rule means to 
accept things must & will change. Not easy. Much of the malaise sapping 
today's church stems from our wanting to give ourselves to God, go to work in 
the vineyard, all that kind of thing, at one level - providing we can go on living 
the way we were? Right beliefs, right living, right relationships, all demand 
change. It's not just sex workers & money manipulators who need to 
recognise God's authority & change. All of us! But to insist on carrying old 
baggage with us as part of the deal will only make sure there is no 'deal'! That 
'nothing changes' is contrary to all Jesus is on about. All he stands for.'
http://www.angelfire.com/journal2/matthew0/MIM212332PENT19.html

So what needs to change? Listen, look. Where is God? Who is excluded? 
Who is missing here? 

'The Pharisees didn’t think that they needed a change of heart; that they were 
just fine the way they were; that they were appropriately religious and they 
knew it.  And that’s the way it has always been throughout all of church 
history.  God’s people have consistently been blind to our own need to have a 
change of heart about doing God’s work in the messed up world around us.

And so in this parable for today, Jesus is inviting you and me to have a 
change of heart....about the messed up world around us.  You and I need a 
change of heart about the painful needs of hurting people around us...we 
need a change of heart about actually doing God’s work of love in a messed 
up world.  We all need this change of heart, a change inside.

Jesus told a parable about two sons. Jesus’ stories seem to reveal the very 
mind and heart of God.  One time, he told the story about two sons. It was 
such simple story.  The father said to one son, “Would you go and work in my 
vineyard today?” and the son said, “Yes, yes” but didn’t do it.  So the father 
said to the second son, “Will you go and work in my vineyard today?” and the 
second son said “No, I’ve got other things going,”  but he had a change of 
heart and went and did what the father requested.  “Now, which of the two did 
the will of the father?”  And the answer was and still is so obvious.  Amen.'
http://www.sermonsfromseattle.com/series_a_two_sons.htm
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And the focus is on the second set of people in Jesus’ parable, the money 
manipulators and sex workers, who actually had a change of heart and went 
and did the work.
Loader writes:
'Matthew has a way of cutting through the red tape and of by-passing the 
religious bureaucracy. There is no room for pretence or pretentiousness. The 
sex workers and toll collectors, the lousy rich and the women they exploited, 
got the point, at least some of them. Is it because they allowed themselves to 
be vulnerable, to be moved, to let the word of compelling compassion 
address their deeper needs? Were the religious leaders so defensive in 
protecting their system - in the name of the people of God and the Scripture - 
that they suppressed their inner cries, stopped their ears? It is odd that we 
still find so many people inside the church who have a greater problem 
moving with compassion for change in society than many outside the church. 
They seem bent on protecting God.'
http://wwwstaff.murdoch.edu.au/~loader/MtPentecost16.htm

what needs to change inside hc, outside?
To what is God calling you? us?

Refugee action group plan to 'host a table'..
We have begun letter writing...

I have had some discussion this week with parishioners following Q&A when 
some Muslim Women abused.. by fellow Australians spoke up.. Someone 
rang me distressed by this abuse and proposing the idea that in solidarity, we 
wear a veil for a week..
What can we do to show our Muslim sisters some solidarity..? I am talking 
and thinking this through. what action is appropriate?

(This is the link to the Q & A piece which is rather more hard work but has 
distressed Australian Moslem women talking about their experience of abuse 
by members of the Australian Community.. to the panel...; that was before the 
recent killing of an Australian 18 year old Moslem boy.... 
http://mpegmedia.abc.net.au/tv/qanda/vodcast/qanda_2014_ep34.mp4)

Here is a link about why Muslim Women wear a hijab:
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-09-23/why-do-muslim-women-wear-a-
burka-niqab-or-hijab/5761510 
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One person in the congregation has a Moslem flatmate. I talked with her a bit. 
She talked with her Moslim flatmate. The Moslem flatmate is feeling more 
vulnerable. She and her friends are so anti-ISIS. Her friend has taken his 
sons out of Islamic school in Canberra even though it is not extreme just in 
case any hint of extremism comes in. She was very moved when my friend 
said about the idea of wearing scarves and said that was very brave & that 
she had plenty of scarves!

My friend goes on: 'I'm not sure about wearing the scarf because as well as a 
religious symbol it becomes a cultural symbol which arises from expectations 
of what women should wear and how they should behave, which as we know 
happens in a all cultures. The hijab is not a neutral symbol, for some it is a 
choice for others it is not. Living with my Moslem friend I've seen how the 
expectations of others effect her in ways very different to the way they effect 
me.

I want to stand in solidarity and with you and I am thinking through how to do 
that. It is a fine line with symbols and identifiers and what they represent. 
When I came back from Israel/Palestine I was wearing my kafir but then I 
realised that for jewish people it is a symbol of division and for Palestinians it 
is a symbol of liberation. I stopped wearing it.
Lots to think about - at the end of the day we are all people who identify in 
different ways. 
Am very interested in what the Muslim women's association says. Thanks for 
contacting them.'

I contacted them but am awaiting a reply.

She says, 'Maybe we could have a picnic? ..'
That means getting involved, and giving what is most precious, time and 
thought..and friendship..
I invite you to watch this space.. to see who in the parable I am, we are.. 
which son?

where are my blind spots?
Where is the call of life for me?
In the words of Mary Oliver: ‘Tell me, what is it you plan to do with your one 
wild and precious life?’

Susanna Pain
28 September 2014
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