
SUNDAY 22 NOVEMBER 2020 In-person public worship has restarted 

but on a restricted basis.  Please use the 

URLs below so that we can manage 

attendance and contact information. 

Registration available from Monday. 

We will also continue to worship online 

via ZOOM video conferencing. To join 

us, use the link below. 

https://adcg.zoom.us/j/8820962366?
pwd=YUpja05YTXFCN0N4MGRiSFVlRll0
Zz09  
Meeting ID: 882 096 2366 
Password: 033643  
Kid’s church will be meeting in the 
Rainbow Centre.  
 

SUNDAY 22 NOVEMBER 
Seating limited to 50 people per service. 
8am Holy Communion 
No registration required (sign-in only) 
10am Holy Communion 
 https://www.trybooking.com/BMKKT 
Celebrant  and Preacher: 
The  Venerable Dr Wayne  Brighton 
5pm Twilight Conversation 
 

SUNDAY 29 NOVEMBER 
Seating limited to 50 people per service. 
8am Holy Communion 
No registration required (sign-in only) 
10am Holy Communion 
https://www.trybooking.com/BMKKU  
Celebrant  and Preacher: 
Reverend Connie Gerrity 
5pm Twilight Conversation 
 
COMING UP 
6 December  ̶  Parish Council and 
Wardens elections 
8 December  ̶  community lunch 
 
 
Bank Details for Direct Debit are: 

Bank: Commonwealth Bank 

Branch: Jamison Centre, ACT 

BSB: 062 907 

A/C No: 802 588 

Name: Holy Covenant  Anglican Church  

RECTOR:  The Venerable Dr Wayne Brighton, 0407 408 333, rector@holycovenant.org.au  

OFFICE:   6251 6100, office@holycovenant.org.au 

WEBSITE: https://www.holycovenant.org.au  

 These words are full of symbolism. They 
connect us to the founding of Christianity 
and the words of Paul who wrote to the 
Church in Ephesus (1: 20-21) that God had: 
“…enthroned him at his right hand in the 
heavenly realms, far above all government 
and authority, all power and dominion,…”.  
 What does this mean to us today, this 
talk of Christ as King? In today’s terms, our 
rulers are Prime Ministers, Presidents, 
media barons, and others who seek to rule 
or manipulate us. Some worldly leaders, 
the ‘kings’ of our times, act, and would 
have us believe, that they are singularly 
‘chosen’ because of their material 
blessings (inherited or merited) and the 
high offices that they hold.  But, as 
Christians, we should know that material 
blessings or worldly success signify 
nothing. As we should all know, those 
elected by the people, or placed in power, 
are not to be our kings. Being powerful 
does not make someone Lord! Paul is 
telling us that whatever worldly 
authorities may tell us, or whatever some 
may believe, God is above all.  
 In the time of Paul, a King, Caesar or 
Emperor was literally ‘above all’. Everyone 
was beneath the King. No exceptions. 
Thus, the metaphor for the anointed one, 
Christ, was that the spiritual superseded 
the material. Paul’s words tell us that our 
foremost allegiance is to God, not to the 
authorities. This is a radical, if not 
revolutionary, perspective. It places God 
and Jesus above the rules and allegiances 
of the world that we, as people, have 
created.  
 If we are to follow God and Jesus then 
we must, surely, become caretakers of 
God’s greatest gift, Creation. Thus, to 
follow God as our King is to be chosen to 
do God’s works. God’s Creation is a gift, 
and as God’s followers we are chosen to 
be carers of Creation. It is not a blessing to 
be squandered or destroyed or 
compromised by worldly authority and 
claims on us.  

CHRIST THE KING 
 In our role as Creator’s custodians, we 
have been gifted the Spirit which provides 
us with the harvest of: “…love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, fidelity, 
gentleness, and self-control.” (Galatians 
5:22-23). It is by the Spirit, and God’s 
Grace, that we are transformed as Jesus’ 
followers. In this spiritual transformation 
we fulfill our responsibility as co-carers of 
Creation.  
 ‘Christ the King’ means the rulers and 
the rules of this world are not what 
matter. Instead, if we are to be the 
followers that Jesus wishes us to be, we 
are to adopt his examples and place his 
teachings above the demands of worldly 
authority. So, what does that really mean? 
This is no mystery. Jesus made it very clear 
what we need to do: “Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
with all your mind’. That is the greatest 
commandment. It comes first. The second 
is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as 
yourself.” (Matthew 22: 37-40).  
 The greatest commandment turns the 
world upside down. Worldly authority 
exists because we follow the rules, 
dictates or exhortations of those who 
govern us. But we, as Christians, are told 
to place Godly authority of all and, thus, to 
act on Jesus’ greatest of all 
commandments. If we take this command 
to heart, as we are told we must do, this 
has revolutionary implications for this 
world, and our lives. It means that love of 
God and Creation must come first 
(always!).  
 Almost two thousand years after Paul 
wrote to a small community of Christians, 
his words stand the test of time. The 
chosen one is lord! It means we are to be 
followers of Jesus. As in the time of the 
Roman Empire, and today, ‘Christ is King’ 
requires we put love of God, and each 
other, before the laws and norms of this 
world. This is what Jesus told us to do. It 
will transform us and it will transform the 
world.                                    Quentin Grafton 
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THE GIFT OF GIVING 
 

Christmas will be here in 39 days and for some, rather 
than being a happy and joyful time, it is a time of stress 
and anxiety. This year has been particularly challenging 
for some, with the effects of the bushfires and COVID 19 
still being felt by many Canberrans. 

  

St John’s Care will be running a Christmas Present Room and will also give 
out Christmas hampers this year.  
  

We have implemented a booking system to ensure that everyone who is in 
need this Christmas receives assistance from us. Our staff have already 
begun penciling people in, in what is shaping to be a very busy Christmas this 
year. 
  

Bookings for Christmas Present Room and Christmas Hamper collection 
commence on Tuesday 24th of November and will remain open until Friday 
18th of December.  
 

Your cash donations are vital and can be the difference between someone 
eating or not eating this Christmas. Cash donations also allow us to ensure 
that everyone receives a gift. 
 

A donation of: 
$53 could provide a bag of groceries for one person 
$41 provides a Christmas hamper for a family of four 
$100-150 donation provides gifts for four children   
  

If you are donating toys, some fantastic gift ideas include: 
Sports and Outdoor Play Equipment 
Lego/Construction Toys 
Toy Cars and dolls 
Books 

Gift Cards  ̶  Kmart, Big W, Rebel Sport, Ultimate Teen 

Board Games and Puzzles 
Playdough and accessories  
Beach equipment 
Tickets to experiences  

  

As is so often the case, we are fortunate enough to have people volunteering 
their time this year to help deliver the Christmas Present Room and Christmas 
Hampers. The Ginninderra Sea Scouts will once again be supporting St 
John’s Care by packing our hampers.  
 

Here is a list of food items which will be packed into our hampers: 
Milo / NRG /Ovaltine (Small Tin) - $4 
Gravy / Tomato Sauce or Chutney - $2-3  
Bag of Lollies (Party Mix) - $3 
2 Litres Juice - $2 
Tube of Chips or Pretzels - $2.50 
Jelly (85 grams) - $1.20 
Christmas Pudding / Cake or Mince Pies - $2 
Pouring Custard - $3 
Pancake Mix - $2 
Chocolates or Shortbread Biscuits - $3 
Supermarket Gift Cards for people to purchase meat or other fresh items 

- $15 
 

We hope to have most of our 600 plus hampers packed and would really 
appreciate your hamper contributions coming in over the next few weeks. 
 

We are quickly moving towards our busy period in the lead up to Christmas 
when the need for volunteers increases. If you are interested in volunteering 
your time over this period, please contact our Programs Coordinator Robbie 
on 6248 7771 to discuss your availability.  
 

Kind regards, 
The SJC Team 

 SURPRISES OF BEAUTY AND COLOUR 

O, Lord my God, when I am in awesome wonder. TIS 

155 

There is nothing more delightful and surprising than 

coming across something of beauty and colour when it 

wasn’t expected. You can be meandering along on a 

walk as I was doing amongst the long dry grass and 

suddenly God threw in a surprise of colorful pink 

flowers, dainty and bright that caused me to say aloud. 

‘O, how beautiful you are, thank you God.’ Patience 

Strong writes: Something unexpected may be around 

the bend. Something to encourage you. A gift, a friend, 

and I say a flower, a beautiful king parrot or a pewee 

splashing with joy in the birdbath. 

The unexpected gifts from God are our delight. 

Grace and peace from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Anne, servant of the Lord. 

Unexpected joy and delight 

CHRISTMAS 

COMMUNITY LUNCH 

We are having a 

community lunch on 

Tuesday 8  

December 2020, 

starting at 11.30am.  

Come and join in with a 

delicious light lunch 

and carol singing. 

There is a sign up sheet on the board, or let 

Libby in the office know if you would like to 

attend. 

Donations of Christmas fare would also be 

appreciated, also help on the day please. 

Next Sunday Connie Gerrity is celebrating the 

25th anniversary of her ordination to the 

priesthood.  Well done Connie, and thank you 

for all you do for us by word and example. 



BUILDING RESILIENCE WORKSHOP 
 
Wesley LifeForce will be conducting a Building 
Resilience Workshop via Zoom video conferencing 
on  
 

Tuesday 15 December and  
Wednesday 16 December 2020 

  

between 9.30 am and 11.30am AEDT (Sydney 
Time) each day. 
  

The training looks at how adjusting our lifestyle and 
introducing cognitive strategies can improve resilience 
and mental health. The participant is given the 
opportunity to reflect on their personal management of 
their mental health through relevant topics and group 
discussion. 
  

The cost to complete the two x 2 hour sessions is 
$125 plus GST. To register please click here: 
  
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/wesley-lifeforce-
training-building-resilience-workshop-zoom-online-
tickets-125404414981 
 

We would appreciate it if you could please forward 
this information on to others who you feel may 
also be interested in attending the workshop. 
 

Each participant will receive a certificate of attendance 
as well as support materials. 
Maria Krohn | Community Engagement Coordinator, 
Wesley LifeForce | (02) 9804 5271 I 0429 264 216 
Wesley Mission | 40 Stewart St, Ermington NSW 
2115 | PO Box 2446 Carlingford NSW 2118 

HO! HO! HO!  GARDEN HOE found after our Great 

Garden Day, please contact the office if it is yours. 

ST JOHN’S CARE CHRISTMAS 

PRESENT BOX 

You may have noticed our St John’s Care 

box has arrived again at the front of the 

church.  Please place unwrapped donations 

of gifts and toys in here for distribution 

through the St John’s present room.  

Wrapping paper is also welcome, as are gift 

cards for teenagers.  See the St John’s Care 

article on page 2 for more ideas. 

TINS AND CONTAINERS 

Please could you take  your containers of all 

sorts from the kitchen in the Worship Centre.  

Any remaining  next week will be disposed of.   

Phyl 0414 432 393 

NEW FRONTALS 
On 29 November, the 
parish will be dedicating 
its new purple frontals 
for the altar, pulpit and 
lectern. They will be 
used during Advent and 
Lent. The deep, dark 
purple is complemented 
by a pathway of 40 stones wrapped in silver. 
Together they symbolise our journey towards the 
empty tomb. Christ always beckons us forward 
sometimes over ground that is rocky and through 
nights that can be dark and lonely. While it is easy 
to look only at our feet the heavens always 
declare God’s majesty, if only we look upwards. 
These have been gifted by the Daniels family as a 
small way of recognizing the long partnership of  
their parents, Jack and Beryl, to the life of the 
Church, mainly in Tasmania, but also here, where 
they both felt very much valued and at home. 
Jack and Beryl moved to Canberra in early 2005 
to join their sons here.  Jack died soon after they 
arrived.  Beryl was an active participant in the life 
of this parish until her death on 4 February 2016, 
aged 90.  She enjoyed scrabble and the book 
club, always reporting on the many books she 
read each month.  She also enjoyed doing 
patchwork, something she had done over many 
years. 
These frontals have been made by textile artist 
Ruth Hingston, who also made our green and 
white frontals. 
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MINISTRY TEAM CONTACTS 
  

Children’s Worker 
Wendy Robertson 
children@holycovenant.org.au 
 

 Youth Leadership Team 
Celeste, Remus, Sarah and Tobias  
0474547531 (Celeste); youth@holycovenant.org.au 
 

 Wardens 
Paul Shelley 6251 1568 
Joh Sheehan 6251 7151 
 

Prayer Vine 
Rosemary Kennemore 
6251 2009; rkmore@grapevine.com.au 
 

Belonging and Caring 
The Venerable Dr Wayne Brighton 
0407 408 333; rector@holycovenant.org.au 
 

Holistic  Care Nursing Ministries 
Program Manager  
Rhonda Thorpe 
0487 945 615 ; nurse@holycovenant.org.au 
 

Holistic  Care Nursing Ministries 
Program Director and Chaplain 
Venerable (EM) Anne Ranse OAM 
0406 379 599; anne.ranse@gmail.com 
 

Honorary Priests 
Reverend Anne Dudzinski 
0413 994 739; annedudzinski@optusnet.com.au 
 

Reverend Connie Gerrity 
0429 423 725; connie@gerrity.id.au 
 

Resources Team 
0419 255 002 

READINGS 
Ezekiel 34.11-16, 34.20-24   
Psalm 100  
Ephesians 1.15-23  
Matthew 25.31-46  

COLLECT FOR CHRIST THE KING 

God of power and love, 

who raised your Son Jesus from death to 

life, 

resplendent in glory to rule over all creation: 

free the world to rejoice in his peace, 

to glory in his justice, and to live in his love. 

Unite the human race in Jesus Christ your 

Son, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever.  Amen 

PRAYER POINTS 
IN THE WORLD 

 We pray for peace, reconciliation and healing in the places of war, 

hatred and terrorism.  We pray that the nations of the world may 

be united by the love of Christ the King. 

IN AUSTRALIA 

 We give thanks for the rain, the full dams and the relief felt by 

some farmers.  May we have a reprieve from summer fires and 

heat. 

IN THE DIOCESAN CYCLE OF PRAYER 

 Diocese of Sydney 

 St John’s, Wagga Wagga 

 Wagga Wagga Base Hospital Chaplaincy 

 St Martin’s College; The Riverina Anglican College 

 Chaplaincy work in hospitals, universities, colleges, schools, the 

workplace, prisons, Defence Forces, emergency services and 

border protection; Exploratory Ministry Chaplaincy Unit members; 

Archdeacon for Chaplaincy (Wayne).  

IN OUR PARISH AND COMMUNITY 

 Rainbow Playgroup: Pray for the families who are new to Canberra 

and some new to Australia.  We pray that they will find acceptance 

and friendship in our group and grow in confidence in their new 

life. 

 We ask that parishioners prayerfully reflect on the call for 

nominations for Wardens and Parish Councillors and respond 

according to their gifts. 

 Give thanks that kid’s church is back in person. Pray too for the 

upcoming kid’s church nativity service, may it be wonderful. 

 Covenant Care: Pray for our clients who are going into full time 

care and their families during this transition. Give thanks for our 

volunteers and the successful get together on 12 November. Pray 

that new volunteers will come forward next year.   

 We pray for Oliver Purdue, who is being baptized today, and his 

parents Jordan and Elna. 

 For all members of our parish family including Andrew Feitz, Jodie 

Petrov, Oliver and Tobias; Karen Ferguson; George and Connie 

Gerrity; Elaine and John Gifford; and Dennis and Angela Golubeff. 

 We uphold those in special need of prayer including Barry Button, 

Elizabeth Grant, Andrew Hill, Phil Bloomfield, Judith Ann, Jenny 

Hall, Bev Barnes, John Blue, Anne and Peter Bazeos, Violet Hart, 

Belinda Moss and Lucia Horciu and anyone known to us personally. 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 

Thursday: Jeremy Platt 

The Anglican News for November is now out.  
http://anglicancg.org.au/news-and-events/anglican-news/ 
To the pdf on the website (which is a larger size for  
printing): 
https://anglicancg.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Anglican-
News-November-2020.pdf 
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