In-person public worship has restarted
but on a restricted basis. Please use the
URLs below so that we can manage
attendance and contact information.
Registration available from Monday.
We will also continue to worship online
via ZOOM video conferencing. To join
us, use the link below.
https://adcg.zoom.us/j/8820962366?
pwd=YUpja05YTXFCN0N4MGRiSFVlRll0
Zz09
Meeting ID: 882 096 2366
Password: 033643
Kid’s church will be meeting in the
Rainbow Centre.

SUNDAY 6 DECEMBER
Seating limited to 75 people per service.
8am Holy Communion
No registration required (sign-in only)
10am Holy Communion
https://www.trybooking.com/BNEJV
Celebrant and Preacher:
The Venerable Dr Wayne Brighton
12.30pm Rainbow Fellowship
5pm Twilight Conversation (cancelled)

SUNDAY 13 DECEMBER
Seating limited to 75 people per service.
8am Holy Communion
No registration required (sign-in only)
10am Holy Communion
https://www.trybooking.com/BNEKA
Celebrant and Preacher:
The Venerable Dr Wayne Brighton
5pm Twilight Conversation
COMING UP
8 December ̶ community lunch, last
chance to sign up today.
Bank Details for Direct Debit are:
Bank: Commonwealth Bank
Branch: Jamison Centre, ACT
BSB: 062 907
A/C No: 802 588
Name: Holy Covenant Anglican Church

SUNDAY 6 DECEMBER 2020
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
SPIRITUAL ROADWORKS

Mark 1: 2, Isaiah 40: 3-4

“make straight in the desert a highway for our God”
My Celtic Daily Prayer Book
reminds us that this season of
Advent is a time of preparation
for Christmas. To quote:

have machines. We need
something we can relate to more
easily, perhaps laying some
pavers in your back garden.

“Being ready for Christmas
should mean that our thoughts
are focused not just on letters,
cards and presents, but on
repentance,
humbling
and
interior ‘housekeeping’. “

I am reminded of a lovely old man
I visited in Tumbarumba. Like
most children there then, he left
school at 12.

John the Baptist warned his
hearers to prepare a way for the
Lord – to make a clear and level
pathway. This involves removing
any boulders that stand in the
way, and filling in any potholes.
The boulders are the things we
have done that we should not
have done; the potholes are the
things we have failed to do which
we obviously should have done.
The more, as individuals, family
or congregation, we are focused
in this way, the less we will be
overwhelmed
by
the
commercialization of Christmas”.
The image we have these days of
preparing a highway contains
huge machines digging, going
back and forth, dumps of new
materials, roadblocks, etc. Even
wonderful Roman roads did not

“What did you do after that?” I
asked. “I went with my dad to his
work” he replied. “What work
was that?” “Breaking up rocks to
make a road,” he replied. This
hammers home an image of
individual effort for the good of
the community. Such hard work
still happens in some countries.

In Tumba, with the rain and
heavy timber trucks, filling
potholes is still a need visible to
everyone.
What heavy rocks and potholes
are getting in your way as you
prepare for Christ, for Christmas,
to happily connect with friends
and with family? “……then the
uneven ground shall become
level and the rough places a
plain.”
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Anne Dudzinski

ELIZABETH’S CHRISTMAS JOY
A couple of weeks ago, I met
Elizabeth (not her real name) at
the Centre. She had experienced
some tough times recently and was very concerned about not
being able to celebrate Christmas with her family this year.
Elizabeth had been visiting the centre for months after
escaping a war-torn country in Africa. She had started a young
family in Canberra and had a steady income through full time
employment. Elizabeth had lost her job recently due to COVID
and was now struggling to get by.
I gave her a warm meal and a cup of tea, and we sat down for a
chat in the shade. Elizabeth was quite stressed and anxious
about the fact that Christmas was quickly approaching, and
that she was not able to provide a memorable Christmas for
her family. I mentioned that we were opening the present
room, and that we were also providing a Christmas hamper to
those who registered this year. Her eyes filled up with tears
and a smile grew across her face.
We were able to assist her with her bills and gave her a family
food pack complete with some extra lunchbox snacks for her
children. Last week she visited the Centre to collect her
Christmas hamper and to choose some gifts from the Present
room.
She was shocked when she entered the Present room and
could not believe the generosity of those who had donated
toys. We selected some gifts for her children as well as some
wrapping paper, a Christmas hamper and a gift card. As we
were loading everything into her car, Elizabeth broke down in
tears.
“I would love to give you a big hug right now but I can’t, thank
you so much, you don’t understand how much this means to
me”, she said with tears rolling down her face.
Elizabeth is one of the many clients that we will be assisting
this Christmas period, who have never received support
previously.

CHRISTMAS COMMUNITY
LUNCH ̶ last chance to
sign up this morning
We are having a community
lunch
on
Tuesday
8
December 2020, starting at
11.30am. Come and join in
with a delicious light lunch and carol singing.
There is a sign up sheet on the board, or let
Libby in the office know if you would like to
attend. Donations of Christmas fare would be
appreciated, also help on the day please.
Be ready in the morning and come up in the morning to
Mount Sinai and present yourself there to me on the top
of the mountain. Exodus 34:2
I am a morning person so the ‘morning watch’ is what
sets my day. Accompanied by a chorus of birds, I like to
welcome the dawn, the beginning of each new day, with
God. I like to face him before I face the day. Well we
know if we don’t do that then the day is ours and not his.
If we follow the concept that God is there, he goes ahead
of us, and is just before us, then in reality he is ready and
waiting for us when we wake each day. Often, we give
special time to our friends where we have fun and
companionship, we enjoy their company and look
forward to being with them. So too, we should look
forward to the company of the greatest of our friends –
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ – meeting him in the
break of day, where he is preparing the way, and where
he is waiting. When I go walking, I know that God has
been there before me. I know he is waiting in the next
experience that I set my eyes on and I know that he is in
the conversation I am having with him. Always rest in the
knowledge that we have a great and glorious God
May you walk humbly in his footsteps.
Anne, servant of the Lord
https://comewalkwithme-reflections.blogspot.com

Your donations go directly towards allowing us to provide relief
for many people who are struggling this festive period.
Kind regards,
Robbie Speldewinde
Program Coordinator

Items required: Tinned Fruit, Tinned Vegetables,
Tinned Meat, 500ml Olive Oil/Cooking Oil, Vegemite/
Jam/Honey, Weetbix, Deodorant

The morning watch on the Sea of Galilee.

ST JOHN’S CARE CHRISTMAS PRESENT BOX
You may have noticed our St John’s Care box has arrived again at the front of the church. Please place unwrapped
donations of gifts and toys in here for distribution through the St John’s present room. Wrapping paper is also
welcome, as are gift cards for teenagers. Please see the notice board for other suggestions.

God of Compassion: A Lenten Journey

A new six-week study from the Anglican Diocese of
Canberra and Goulburn, written by the Public Issues
Commission, published with the support of Anglicare.
Available in electronic (free) and printed (nominal
cost) versions from https://anglicancg.org.au/newsand-events/publications/
Facing despair and fear, how can hope be found?
Journey through Lent with this study, and explore
this and other questions as our God of compassion
inspires us to expand our horizons and build hope,
joy and community.
Jesus shocked and scandalised his society through
his radical willingness to sit with the outcast, eat with
rich sinners, and denounce the most righteous for
hypocrisy, reminding all of God’s priorities of justice,
compassion and mercy. His message inspired a
community that recognised Jesus came for all the
world.
Jesus’ life, death and resurrection and the letters of
the early church guide us in engaging with
compassion in today’s society: in our parish, in our
Anglican communion, nationally, and
intergenerationally.
“This publication addresses some of the pressing
needs of this hour with compassion, insight and wisdom
grounded in holy scripture.”

PARISH COUNCIL 2021
ELECTION RESULTS
Wardens include Joh Sheehan (rector’s
warden) and Deranie Jackson (people’s
warden). An additional warden will need to
be elected at the AGM on Tuesday 16
February.
As there were the same number of
nominations as vacancies, the following
members are elected to Parish Council:

Paul Shelley (Treasurer)
Allison Cooper-Stanbury
Sandra Ross
Wendy Robertson
Anthony Troy
Tobias Nevile
The following members have stepped
down. We are very grateful for their
contribution over a challenging year:
Jayne Murray
Bec Marston
The rector has capacity to appoint 3
members to Council and will do so in the
next month.

PASTORAL CARE FOR THOSE
AFFECTED BY CONFLICT
Last week, the Inspector General of the
Australian Defence Force released their report
of the Afghanistan enquiry.
Such news will affect many people and be very
distressing to some. Serving members as well
as past veterans are likely to be affected by the
news in different ways. Those who have
suffered trauma in other conflicts may find
themselves reliving unwelcome memories too.
Defence Chaplains are only available to support
current serving Defence members and their
families. The Defence Department has
established welfare support services for those
who have retired or otherwise left military
service (https://
afghanistaninquiry.defence.gov.au/welfaresupport).
The rector and staff members are available to
listen and care for anyone to whom these
revelations are distressing.

COLLECT for 2nd Sunday of Advent
Merciful God,
you sent your messengers the prophets
to preach repentance and prepare the
way for our salvation:
give us grace to heed their warnings and
forsake our sins,
that we may greet with joy
the coming of Jesus Christ our
Redeemer,
who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

PRAYER POINTS
IN THE WORLD
 We pray for all who influence the minds of the peoples of the
world, for the press and broadcasters, those who affect the way we
live through the spoken or written word.
IN AUSTRALIA
 We pray for places where words are used to hurt, for homes where
there is abuse, and places where there is violence and cruelty.
IN THE DIOCESAN CYCLE OF PRAYER
 Diocese of Bendigo
 Canberra Grammar School
 Canberra Girls' Grammar School
 Anglican News
 Cursillo Movement generally
IN OUR PARISH AND COMMUNITY
 The 8am Sunday service.
 Tuesday Meditation ̶ give thanks for the growth in numbers and
for Sybilla's leading.
 Wednesday Meditation ̶ pray for refreshment for our group and
thanks for the Christmas get-together and all our leaders.
 EFM ̶ give thanks for a stimulating EFM year and for a joint end of
year celebration with Manuka group. Pray for refreshment for our
mentors Nich and Merri and for those considering EFM in 2021.
 May the joy of Christmas fill our Rainbow Fellowship lunch here
today as we gather with the group from Holt church.
 For all members of our parish family including Jenny Hall; Gwen
Hallows; Hilary Harris; Julia Hart; Merrie Hepworth; Beth Heyde;
Andrew Hill; Phyl and Reg Holmes.
 We uphold those in special need of prayer including Barry Button,
Elizabeth Grant, Andrew Hill, Phil Bloomfield, Judith Ann, Jenny
Hall, Bev Barnes, John Blue, Anne and Peter Bazeos, Violet Hart,
Belinda Moss and Lucia Horciu and anyone known to us personally.
COMMEMORATIONS
Thursday:
Delma Alice Margaret Murry (d. 2001)
Saturday:
Gunaseeli Lamech (d.1985)

READINGS

Isaiah 40.1-11
Psalm 85.1-2, 85.8-13
2 Peter 3.8-15a
Mark 1.1-8

MINISTRY TEAM CONTACTS
Children’s Worker
Wendy Robertson
children@holycovenant.org.au

Youth Leadership Team
Celeste (0474 547 531), Remus, Sarah and Tobias
youth@holycovenant.org.au

Wardens
Paul Shelley
Joh Sheehan

6251 1568
6251 7151

Prayer Vine
Rosemary Kennemore
6251 2009; rkmore@grapevine.com.au

Belonging and Caring
The Venerable Dr Wayne Brighton
0407 408 333; rector@holycovenant.org.au

Holistic Care Nursing Ministries
Program Manager
Rhonda Thorpe
0487 945 615 ; nurse@holycovenant.org.au

Holistic Care Nursing Ministries
Program Director and Chaplain
Venerable (EM) Anne Ranse OAM
0406 379 599; anne.ranse@gmail.com

Honorary Priests
Reverend Anne Dudzinski
0413 994 739; annedudzinski@optusnet.com.au
Reverend Connie Gerrity
0429 423 725; connie@gerrity.id.au

Friday:

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK
Maxine Rose

Resources Team
0419 255 002

