HOLY COVENANT

ANGLICAN "HURCH

a place for vexone

To join us on Zoom, please use
the link below:

https://zoom.us/j/8820962366?

pwd=YUpjaO5YTXFCNON4MGRISF
VIRII0Zz09

Meeting ID: 882 096 2366
Password: 033643

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS. Youth and Kids
resume on 20 October.

SUNDAY 29 SEPTEMBER

8am and 10am Holy Communion
Celebrant: Revd Dr Wayne Brighton
Preacher: Revd Lynda McMinn

WEDNESDAY 2 OCTOBER
12 Midday Communion Service and
Lunch

SUNDAY 6 OCTOBER

8am and 10am Holy Communion
Celebrant and Preacher:

Revd Dr Wayne Brighton

Coming soon:
4 October—Neighbourhood Night

5 October—Women’s Breakfast

6 October—Pet Blessing

16 November—Holy Covenant Fete
Bank details for direct debit:

Bank: Commonwealth

Branch: Jamison Centre ACT
BSB 062 907

Account No: 802588

Name: Holy Covenant Anglican
Church

SUNDAY 29 SEPTEMBER 2024
SEASON OF CREATION 5

The Festival of Purim

Five great religious festivals mark the Jewish year. Each has a designated scroll.
The Esther scroll is read at the Festival of Purim. (Purim refers to lot casting.) The
story is set in the Jewish diaspora in the heart of the Persian Empire when
Ahasuerus (Xerxes 1) was ruler. Its purpose is to explain the origins of Purim.

According to the text, Purim celebrates the survival of Jews in the Persian Empire
at a particularly dangerous time, when the Grand Vizier Haman succeeds in
having Ahasuerus sign an edict, a death warrant for all Jews in the Empire and
seizure of their property and wealth on a date set by lot casting. Their saviour is a
young beautiful Jewish orphan, Esther, who attracted King Ahasuerus's interest
romantically, and whose cousin Mordecai is politically savvy. Mordecai
encourages Esther to protect her people. After discussion, reflection, prayer and
fasting, Esther follows Mordecai's advice. She reveals to Ahasuerus her Jewish
status and outlines Haman's unjust scheme. Unable, under Persian law, to negate
his own edict, Ahasuerus issues a second edict enabling all Jews to protect
themselves, their families and property if attacked. This they do with considerable
energy. Many Persians are killed in ensuing battles and their properties
confiscated. Ahasuerus also orders Haman's hanging, and that of his sons, on the
gallows Haman had built to hang Mordecai on. With Mordecai, Esther orders their
survival be celebrated, as set out in Chapter 9.

Although God is present in the story, and references to prayers and fasting are
made, neither God nor Yahweh are mentioned in the scroll. This has caused
considerable debate. Here is one explanation put to me. Celebratory drinking
during this festival is tolerated. With it came concern to ensure God's name is
never blasphemed which would arise if a reader failed to substitute authorised
words in place of "God" and "Yahweh" in the text, as reading protocols required.
So these words were removed from the text to avoid offence.

Purim remains a joyous festival. Children dress up as one of the four main
characters: Queen Esther, King Ahasuerus, Mordecai and Wicked Haman. When
the scroll is read, the entire congregation participates vigorously, including booing
Haman and cheering Esther, Mordecai and Ahasuerus, as appropriate.

Merilyn Clark

Office: (staffed Tues, Thurs, Fri 10am-3pm) ph: 6251 6100 email: office@holycovenant.org.au
Website: https://www.holycovenant.org.au
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Compassionate Care

o \ St John’s Care strives to
StJOl'lIlSC&I’eAIlm support everyone who comes

Partnaring witl

Compassion | Advocacy | Respect | Encouragement through our doors with
compassion and respect. We

advocate for our clients with the goal of empowering them. This
is achieved through our case management program and the
emergency relief that our staff and volunteers provide each day.
Y is a long-term client that has been coming to SJC for support
with food. In the past, Y has been sheltered and hesitant to open
up and talk to the volunteers or case managers about what has
been going on in her life. Recently, Y has been coming to SIC for
support with food more frequently, which has been noted by the
staff and volunteers. | decided to sit down and have a chat with Y
to see what might be affecting her and discuss ways that we may
be able to support her beyond providing her with food. Our
emergency relief program is a monthly service, however we
support many clients who require support more frequently, and
who visit our service more regularly.
When | sat down to speak with Y, she stated that her husband
had recently been diagnosed with prostate cancer and her family
had been struggling financially. | consoled Y and asked if she was
receiving any counselling for what she was going through. Y
reported that she wasn’t but that she was at her wits end. After
discussing some options, Y said she was happy to be referred to
Marymead Catholic Care for counselling. When | explained SJC
case management program to her, Y was eager to be supported
to ‘help me be able to cope with some things that are happening
in my life’.
| asked Y if receiving food from us on a weekly basis would help
ease the family’s financial pressures. Y teared up as she
graciously accepted the offer, explaining the positive impact that
this would have on her family. Additionally, we were able to
support Y’s husband with the cost of his medication through our
script program. Y was encouraged to save the money she would
normally spend on groceries and redirect these funds to other
expenses the family had, such as her utility bills. To supplement
this support, | contacted the financial hardship officer at the
energy provider that Y’s family used and was able to set her up
on a payment plan that was easier to manage.
A week later Y came in to receive support with food and
informed me that she had started her counselling sessions which
have been helpful addressing some of the impacts of her
husband’s diagnosis. Y’s husband had also begun to participate
in counselling sessions, and she reported the positive impact
that this had had on him. She expressed gratitude for the
support she and her family had, and continues to, receive from
SJC and the compassionate care provided by SJC. She noted the
‘small things’ that we had done such as regular calls and
messages to check in on her family.
I am grateful to our donors who continue to support SJIC
financially, by donating food, and by giving their time. Your
support allows us to do amazing work in the community and
beyond.
Lisa Masamha SJC Case Manager
Items Required: Vegemite, Sugar, Baked Beans, Tinned Spaghetti

Blossom Trees & Bees

For the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the

Christ, our God to you we raise this our sacrifice of
praise. (TIS 137)

Breath-taking design, colour and fragrance hangs
around the spring gardens and captures my heart.
Such beauty, such creation and it’s all dressed up in
the beautiful sunshine of a new day and the blossom
trees, O how they bless us with their glorious clusters
of colour, a haven for the bees and honey eaters, and
a joy for us to behold. O the love of God and the
words of a hymn come to mind: From the highest of
heights to the depth of the sea creation’s revealing
your majesty. From the colours of fall to the
fragrance of spring, every creature unique in the
song that it sings. You are amazing God.

As you bless us with light at the sun’s rising, shine on
us now with love.

Anne, servant of the Lord.

A bee among the blossoms.




HOLY COVENANT FETE 2024
SATURDAY, 16 NOVEMBER

The sign-up sheets for fete volunteers
are on the back noticeboard. There’s a
wealth of volunteering opportunities
available for before, during and after
the fete. A few of the stalls still need
coordinators—an important role to
make sure that the stalls run
smoothly! Feel free to contact Carol
for more info:
carol.kubanek@gmail.com

Speaker: Assistant Bishop Vanessa Bennett
Saturday, 5 October 2024 at Holy Covenant EIin@,

8:30-10:30am
$5 per person, book via Humanitix QR
Contact: Caity in the Office 62516100
Men are welcome, to come and serve
in the kitchen and help with tables.
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PET BLESSING SERVICE

6 OCTOBER 2024, 12Pm
89 DEXTER ST COOK
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| serve people
with theology

6PM, WEDNESDAY THE 30
OF OCOTOBER

DURIE ROOM
15 BLACKALL ST, BARTON, ACT

Audiovisual upgrades

The audiovisual system in the Worship Centre is undergoing an
upgrade, with some obvious and not-so-obvious changes. Thanks
to a generous donation, we have been able to purchase a new
laptop that is the core of running the services each week
(managing the slides that are projected onto the screen, and
providing the vision and sound for Zoom).

Over the next couple of weeks, we will be replacing the projector
and screen with two extra-large TVs. The images on the TVs will be
brighter and sharper than the projected image, so should be much
easier to see. We will also have a second screen on the other side
of the sanctuary, improving visibility in all parts of the church—it
will look something like this:

As well as the TVs, there is some technical hardware, cabling, and
brackets (the not-so-obvious stuff)—all up this comes to around
$10,000. Parish Council would welcome any donations to offset
this cost: please talk with Wayne or the treasurer.

SUMMER
BIBLE
STUDY

THE POWER OF
CHRIST

READING THE LETTER
TO THE HEBREWS

INHEAVEN'S
SANCTUARY

p—




PRAYER POINTS

IN THE WORLD

= For negotiations between leaders of Ukraine and
Russia, to achieve a lasting peace.

= For Palestinians, Israelis and Lebanese citizens, unable
to escape, as tensions soar.

= For those affected by Hurricane Helene, especially
emergency service workers, trying to keep
communities safe.

IN AUSTRALIA

= For those struggling with the cost of living and those
facing economic insecurity.

= For the Royal Flying Doctor Service, as it brings people
to life saving care.

= For players and those travelling in this season of
football finals.

IN THE DIOCESAN CYCLE OF PRAYER

= Province of Papua New Guinea

= Theological Colleges & Church Schools of the Anglican
Church of Australia:

= Special Ministries

= Religious education in schools and parishes in both
ACT and NSW

= Education for Ministry Diocesan Coordinator

= Confirmation Preparation

= Pray for: Outreach and ministry amongst youth.

IN OUR PARISH AND COMMUNITY

= For all members of our parish family including Ursula
Conan-Davies; Mark and Allison Cooper-Stanbury; and
Leigh and Grace Stripeikis and Quinn and Frederick
Stripeikis-Cox.

= We uphold those in special need of prayer (often for
long term needs) including Barry & Sandra Button;
Glenys Wimmer; Bev Chambers; Kath Arthur, Joh
Sheehan, Celeste Sandstrom, Bruce Barnes, Megan
McKay, Bob & Hilary Harris, Joshua Salske and anyone
known to us personally.

COMMEMORATIONS

2 Oct Stephen Conan-Davies (d. 1998)

Portia Lillian Lloyd (d. 2015)
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BIBLE READINGS
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22
Psalm 124
James 5: 12-20
Mark 9. 38-50

COLLECT

0O God,

your Son has taught us that those who give a cup of
water in his name

will not lose their reward:

open our eyes to see those who are in need,

and teach us to set no store by riches and earthly
rewards,

so that, in surrendering ourselves to serve you in
your children,

we may labour for the treasure that endures;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

MINISTRY TEAM CONTACTS

Rector
The Reverend Dr Wayne Brighton,
0407 408 333 rector@holycovenant.org.au

Assistant Minister
The Reverend Dr Bili Malek
0420 966 866 (SMS only please) bili.malek@gmail.com

Youth Coordinator
Tobias Nevile
0468 969 372 youth@holycovenant.org.au

Wardens

Allison Cooper-Stanbury 0410506 231
Prayer Vine

Rosemary Kennemore

6251 2009 kennemorerosemary@gmail.com

Belonging and Caring
The Reverend Dr Wayne Brighton
0407 408 333 rector@holycovenant.org.au

Children & Families Worker
Lou Passmore
0411 338 361 holycovenantkids@gmail.com

Covenant Care Program Manager
Leanne McKean
nurse@holycovenant.org.au

Covenant Care Chaplain
Venerable (EM) Anne Ranse OAM
0406 379 599 anne.ranse@gmail.com

Honorary Priests
The Revd Anne Dudzinski
0413 994 739 annedudzinski@optusnet.com.au

The Revd Connie Gerrity
0429 423 725 connie@gerrity.id.au

The Revd Lynda McMinn

0403 769 991 ellemm99@gmail.com
Resources Team

0419 255 002
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