
SUNDAY 22 DECEMBER 2024 

To join us on 

Zoom, please use 

the link below: 

https://zoom.us/j/8820962366?

pwd=YUpja05YTXFCN0N4MGRiSF

VlRll0Zz09  

Meeting ID: 882 096 2366 
Password: 033643  
 
SUNDAY 22 DECEMBER 
8am and 10am Holy Communion  
Celebrant & Preacher: Revd Dr 
Wayne Brighton 
 
SUNDAY 29 DECEMBER 
9am Holy Communion  
Celebrant: Revd Connie Gerrity 
Preacher: Revd Dr Wayne Brighton 
 

Coming soon: 

Christmas Eve Services:  

4pm (Kids’), 11pm 

Christmas Day Services: 

8am, 10am 

 

 

 

Bank details for direct debit: 

Bank: Commonwealth 
Branch: Jamison Centre ACT 
BSB 062 907 
Account No: 802588 
Name: Holy Covenant Anglican 
Church 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT— LOVE 

 

Office: (staffed Tues, Thurs, Fri 10am –3pm) ph: 6251 6100 email: office@holycovenant.org.au 

Website: https://www.holycovenant.org.au 

A  few days until Christmas. The Gospel reading today is the Annunciation story, a 
story of companionship and joy, a story of shared elation of birth and, most 
importantly, a story of the coming of Jesus into the world. 

Mary sets out in haste to visit her cousin Elizabeth. The angel Gabriel has visited 
her and advised she will be “highly favoured” because she will bear a son to be 
the saviour of the world. This is the same angel who has visited Elizabeth who will 
also bear a son named John, who lays a foundation for Jesus. Virgin births and 
births for women in old age are not consistent with science. But God is not bound 
by science. It is his own universe, and supernaturalism is possible and occurs 
here: the angel makes what we might describe as stupendous claims about the 
importance of Mary’s son. 

From the text it appears Mary’s visit to Elizabeth is self initiated. Two relations are 
to share the joy and anticipation of a child—one to an old, previously childless, 
post menopausal woman and the other to a young woman betrothed to Joseph. 
In meeting together it is likely they shared the visitation of Gabriel, sought 
confirmation that the promises were true, provided mutual support and 
companionship, exchanged wisdom and courage surrounded by the flourishing of 
joy. In a sense this is the first gathering of the community of Jesus, reminding us 
as we approach Christmas how much we are dependent on each other and can 
enliven, enrich and support each other when we meet together. In many ways 
Mary and Elizabeth meeting is a prototype of the church manifesting its 
improbable and subversive character. The absence of men is worthy of noting! 

Elizabeth and Mary are figures of contrast and diversity. Elizabeth is established, 
secure, married to a priest, blameless. Mary is unwed, suspiciously pregnant, 
young and starting life. John becomes the miracle for the ending, Jesus the 
miracle for the beginning. The child born to Elizabeth will close an age: Jesus born 
of Mary will open a new age. 

The new age opened by Mary’s son is described in the Magnificat. God scatters 
the proud, dethrones the powerful and banishes the rich into emptiness. The 
hungry on the other hand are filled, the lowly are lifted up. As we approach 
Christmas let us not be proud or conceited, but appreciate the inversion of values 
the Incarnation brings. 

 

Clive Rodger 

Luke 1: 39-45 and the Magnificat 

https://zoom.us/j/8820962366?pwd=YUpja05YTXFCN0N4MGRiSFVlRll0Zz09
https://zoom.us/j/8820962366?pwd=YUpja05YTXFCN0N4MGRiSFVlRll0Zz09
https://zoom.us/j/8820962366?pwd=YUpja05YTXFCN0N4MGRiSFVlRll0Zz09
https://www.holycovenant.org.au


            
                                                 
 

Christmas Cheer 
Christmas time can be happy and glorious for some 
people however it can also be a stressful time for many 
others. At St John’s Care we have become part of some 
families in the Canberra community and beyond. We 
host our Christmas Lunch on Christmas day from 12pm 
– 1:30pm and run Christmas hampers and present room 
programs. 
This week at St John’s Care we welcomed a new client 
whom we shall call F. F is the bread winner of their 
family. Recently, F received devasting news that she 
and her colleagues would not be receiving any of their 
salaries in time for Christmas, as there have been some 
financial issues with the organisation. F was devasted 
with this news, as she has children and extended family 
overseas that depend on her. 
F then heard from a friend about St John’s Care’s 
Christmas programs, case management, emergency 
relief, prescriptions and utility bill assistance.  F was 
welcomed and supported by our amazing and friendly 
volunteer who assisted her in accessing food support. 
She asked to speak to the Case Managers about legal 
and housing issues that she had been experiencing and 
was unsure of which service could help her. I provided F 
with a case plan which included the development of 
goals, realistic timeframes, and a plan to reach these 
goals. F was also referred to a specialist legal service. 
She accessed our Christmas programs, collecting a 
hamper and choosing presents for her 4 children. F was 
very overwhelmed with the support she had received. 
She informed me that all the issues that were causing 
her stress had been addressed on the first visit. F was 
able to provide her 4 children with a Christmas she 
would not have been able to provide otherwise. She 
said that SJC made her feel at home and that she was 
grateful for the SJC family. 
F and so many other clients that we have supported this 
month have expressed their heartfelt gratitude to SJC’s 
donors, volunteers and staff members who have 
allowed a wonderful Christmas to be provided to the 
Canberra community. The provision of this support has 
highlighted our compassion, and our willingness to be 
respectful and reserve judgement at this difficult time 
of year. 
Thank you to everyone who contributes to our 
organisation, your efforts and support are making a real 
difference. 
 
Lisa Masamha 
 
Items Needed: Cooking oil, dishwashing liquid, 
shampoo and conditioner, honey/vegemite 



Ah, it’s all like heaven on earth 

How many are your works O Lord! In wisdom you have 

made them all. The earth is full of your creatures. Psalm 

104. 

 I was gathering my thoughts as I sat in my sacred space, 

some not ready to harvest yet and others bursting in 

want of life and in the stillness, in the quiet, the echo of 

the Storm Bird was the song of the morning. 

 How blessed are we I thought, to be able to sit in quiet 

and stillness in a garden full of God's creation, a space 

where he has painted a garden of all colours, shapes and 

sizes and the joy this gives not only to me and passersby 

but to the bees, the ladybirds, the beetles, the 

caterpillars, the butterflies and the birds and somehow 

my presence in that space makes me one with it all. Ah, 

it’s all like heaven on earth and I wished I could stay put 

there forever. I wonder where is your heaven on earth 

and where is your sacred space for occasional idle time in 

prayerful thought? Where do you pause with God from 

the busyness of life?  

Lord, let your face shine upon us.        

Anne, servant of the Lord. 

Flowers and bees. 

Recent Parish Council decisions 

Over the past 2 meetings, Parish Council has finalised the 
Wider Works distribution for 2024, and agreed to install a 
reverse-cycle air-conditioner in the office. The Wider Works 
outcome is: 

 

The air-conditioner cost is $2,300—as usual, Parish Council 
would welcome any donations to offset that cost. 

Several other donations have passed through the Parish 
accounts this year, reflecting the interests and generosity of 
parishioners: 

 
*Mostly via collection boxes 
**Good Friday retiring collection 
 
Mark Cooper-Stanbury 
Treasurer 

Australian Board of Mission $1,500 

Companion House $1,500 

Embracing Ministries $500 

St John’s Care $1,500 

Anglican Overseas Aid $5,000 

Anglicare $1,000 

Archbishop of Sydney’s Anglican Aid $2,000 

Bible Society $4,000 

Bonnevaux Abbey $50 

Bush Church Aid* $608 

CareFlight $1,000 

Christian Blind Mission $4,000 

Church Missionary Society $2,500 

Dementia Australia $2,000 

Jerusalem Church** $466 

Scripture Union $5,000 

St John’s Care $6,550 

The Salvation Army $2,000 

2025 Future Church Conference—28 January 2025 

Future Church Conference is an eclectic gathering of church leaders and Jesus-followers who are 
eager to take part in forward-thinking conversations about how we do church. 
Recognising the harm that has been done in the name of Jesus, we’re calling for an urgency of 
spirit, getting practical, and challenging one another to create safer spaces. We don’t expect 
everyone to agree with what is said. But we do expect people to listen, engage, and make space. 

THE DAY CONFERENCE: 9am-5pm 

The day conference is set aside for pastors, chaplains, ministry crew, and church leaders who are 
thinking strategically about how they can lead their churches through the difficult terrain we find 
ourselves in. We will gather to be refreshed, challenged, and inspired. We’ll share ideas, and dream 
about what the church of tomorrow could look like, today.  

EVENING GATHERING: 7pm-9:30pm 

In the evening, we open up the doors for lay leaders, volunteers, and all who want to create safer 
spaces within our communities. Jarrod McKenna will be setting a vision for us as we live into a 
future of a church that transcends culture wars.  

Register here: https://events.humanitix.com/future-church-conference-2025/tickets 

 

https://events.humanitix.com/future-church-conference-2025/tickets


For 75 years, church communities like yours, have been giving 
hope to families who are displaced through the Christmas Bowl 
appeal. Funds raised are invested in life changing support and 
programs around the globe that empower people to find safety in 
exile and rebuild their lives. 
 
From your church community to theirs, your Christmas Bowl 
gifts help bring the peace that comes with having a safe place 
to belong, to those who need it most. 



MINISTRY TEAM CONTACTS 
  

Rector 
The Reverend Dr Wayne Brighton,  
0407 408 333  rector@holycovenant.org.au  
 

Assistant Minister 
The Reverend Dr Bili Malek 
0420 966 866 (SMS only please) bili.malek@gmail.com 

 
Youth Coordinator 
Tobias Nevile  
0468 969 372 youth@holycovenant.org.au 
 

Wardens 
Allison Cooper-Stanbury    0410 506 231 
 

Prayer Vine 
Rosemary Kennemore 
6251 2009   kennemorerosemary@gmail.com  
 

Belonging and Caring 
The Reverend Dr Wayne Brighton 
0407 408 333  rector@holycovenant.org.au 
 

Children & Families Worker 
Lou Passmore    
0411 338 361 holycovenantkids@gmail.com   
 

Covenant Care Program Manager  
Leanne McKean 
0487 945 615  nurse@holycovenant.org.au 
 

Covenant Care Chaplain 
Venerable (EM) Anne Ranse OAM 
0406 379 599  anne.ranse@gmail.com 
 

Honorary Priests 
The Revd Anne Dudzinski 
0413 994 739 annedudzinski@optusnet.com.au 
 

The Revd Connie Gerrity 
0429 423 725  connie@gerrity.id.au 
 

The Revd Lynda McMinn 
0403 769 991  ellemm99@gmail.com  
Resources Team 
0419 255 002 

PRAYER POINTS 

IN THE WORLD 
 For the people of Vanuatu in the aftermath of the 

earthquake and aftershocks. 
 For the people of Gaza, Lebanon, Syria and Israel as 

they look to rebuilding shattered communities.  
 For the people of Ukraine as they shiver through 

winter as the electricity grid is bombed regularly. 
IN AUSTRALIA 
 For road safety as families travel interstate for 

celebrations. 
 For women and children at home during the festive 

season.  
 For the peace of synagogues, mosques and churches 

and the easing of tensions between communities. 
IN THE DIOCESAN CYCLE OF PRAYER 
 Diocese of Sydney 
 St John’s, Wagga Wagga 
 Wagga Wagga Base Hospital 
 St Martin’s College, Wagga Wagga 
 The Riverina Anglican College 
 Riverina Juvenile Justice Centre, Wagga Wagga 
 Pray for: Chaplaincy work in hospitals, universities, 

colleges, schools, the workplace, prisons, Defence 
Forces, emergency services and border protection; 
Archdeacon for Chaplaincy. 

IN OUR PARISH AND COMMUNITY 
 For all members of our parish family including Anne 

and Lindsay McDowell; Bryan McGuinness; Lynda 
McMinn; David and Margaret Meggs; Rod and Ann 
Menzies; and Christine Mitchell.  

 We uphold those in special need of prayer (often for 
long term needs) including Barry & Sandra Button; 
Glenys Wimmer; Bev Chambers, Bruce Barnes, Megan 
McKay, Bob & Hilary Harris, Joshua Salske, Ian 
Matters, James Collier, Brian Hepworth and anyone 
known to us personally. 

COMMEMORATIONS 
23 Dec Robert Noel Cooper (d. 1996) 
27 Dec Reverend Ruth Dudley (Mills (d. 2017) 

       BIRTHDAYS 

23 Dec Ian Sykes, Richard Scutter 

25 Dec JESUS 

26 Dec Zach Kizimchuk 

COLLECT  
Gracious God, 
you have visited your people and redeemed us in your 
Son: 
as we prepare to celebrate his birth, 
make our hearts leap for joy at the sound of your word, 
and move us by your Spirit to bless your wonderful 
works. 
We ask this through him whose coming is certain, 
whose Day draws near, your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

BIBLE READINGS 

Micah 5: 2-5a 
Psalm 80: 1-7 
Hebrews 10: 5-10 
Luke 1: 39-45  
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